
Father   Phillip   Lamothe   -   Here   and   A�er   

  

This   story   is   about   my   associa�ng   with   Father   Phil   as   someone   who   has   made   an   impact   on   my   
life   and   journey   of   faith.    In   Milton,   the   parishioners   all   knew   Fr.   Phil   from   the   mid   1980s   as   he   
was   the   pastor   and   led   the   way   for   the   construc�on   of   the   new   church   building   at   St.   Ann   
parish.    A   few   years   a�er   the   church   was   built   Fr.   Phil   was   moved   to   Bradford   and   many   
parishioners,   myself   included,   kept   in   contact   with   him.    Around   2005,   the   Knights   of   Columbus   
started   assis�ng   the   Carmelite   sisters   in   Lowell,   Vt.    At   that   �me   Fr.   Phil   was   a   re�red   priest   and   
their   resident   priest   at   the   monastery.    The   knights   were   doing   two   projects   each   year   at   the   
monastery,   so   we   got   to   see   Fr.   Phil   each   �me.    He   remembered   all   our   families   and   was   
interested   in   how   everyone   was   doing   in   Milton.   

Many   of   the   projects   the   knights   did   were   outside,   and   Fr   Phil   was   always   praying   the   rosary   for   
us   and   others.    He   would   tell   us   numerous   �mes   that   the   evil   one   is   out   there,   so   please   watch   
out   and   keep   praying.    Several   �mes   on   various   Carmelite   projects   we   would   find   a   rosary.    I   
think   it   was   a   message   and   a   gi�   from   Fr   Phil.    At   the   monastery   you   can   feel   the   presence   of  
the   Holy   Spirit.   

During   the   winter   of   2014,   Fr.   Phil   passed   away   and   unfortunately,   due   to   a   severe   snowstorm,   
the   Carmelites   were   not   able   to   a�end   the   funeral   in   Shelburne,   Vt.    In   mid   July   of   2014,   to   
celebrate   the   life   of   Fr.   Phil,   the   Carmelites   had   a   memorial   Mass.    The   chapel   at   the   monastery   
was   packed,   maybe   150   folks,   and   it   was   very   hot   and   muggy.    All   the   windows   and   doors   were   
open   and   there   was   no   breeze.    Fr.   Bilodeau   gave   the   homily   and   at   the   end   of   the   homily   he   got   
emo�onal   about   Fr.   Phil   and   men�on   he   was   a   saint.    A�er   Fr.   Bilodeau   finished   the   homily,   the   
side   door   in   the   chapel   facing   an   enclosed   prayer   garden   SLAMMED   SHUT   with   a   loud   bang.   
Everybody   was   looking   around   like;   what   was   that?    I   said   out   loud   “Fr.   Phil   just   le�”.    I   have   
witnessed   several   of   these   spiritual   messages   over   the   past   13   years   and   there   is   no   doubt   in   my   
mind   about   the   spiritual   life   a�er   death.     

The   Carmelites   loved   Fr.   Phil   and   called   him   a   saint   since   several   miracles   have   been   performed   
at   the   monastery   since   Fr   Phil’s   death.    He   had   requested   that   the   Carmelites   pray   to   him   for   
physical   healings   of   the   sick.     

My   spiritual   journey   has   been   definitely   strengthened   and   cemented   by   St.   Ann   parish,   the   
Knights   of   Columbus,   the   Carmelites   and   by   great   priests   like   Fr.   Phil   and   Fr.   Feltz.     

Fr.   Phil   is   definitely   in   Heaven!   
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